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Taste of Spanish- Comer
Lesson Plan 
Note: All activities should take 5-7 minutes. 

Target Vocabulary: Almuerzo
	papas fritas
	potato chips
	refresco
	soda

	sándwich
	sandwich
	jugo
	juice

	manzana
	apple
	galleta 
	cookie

	almuerzo
	lunch
	Gracias.
	Thank you.

	Me gusta
	I like
	No, no me gusta
	I don’t like


Taste of Spanish & Vamos Description: This class is a “Taste of Spanish”, which is an introductory sample class to encourage students to sign up for Spanish during the school year. Daniela and Alberto (Dani and Beto) are cousins from Mexico. Dani is a ten-year-old girl and Beto is a five-year-old boy. They are funny, adventurous, and sometimes mischievous. The Vamos a Comer classes follow Dani and Beto as they go on various adventures related to food. We hope you have fun getting to know the class “stars!”

Specifics for Today’s Class: Bring in as many real-life objects and props as possible to make the lunch scene come alive! For example: Have Jarritos Mexican soda or Jumex Mexican juice like mango or toronja for the children to sample. You should also try and bring in plaintain chips or a Mexican brand of chips or small cookies for the kids to taste. (Be sure to have small cups for the drinks and limit the soda to a very small taste.) Have the picture flashcards prepared as a visual for the food vocabulary above. 
Welcome: As the students enter the room, have a lively song playing. Greet all the students as they enter with, “¡Hola! Bienvenidos a la clase de español! Welcome to Spanish class!” 
¡Cantamos! Teach the students the “theme song” for the class:“Vamos a comer.” It is suggested that you sing a line first and then have the students repeat after you. Once they have a handle on the lyrics, sing the whole song together. You can make the song livelier by standing and using gestures. For example, have everyone clap during the first two lines and then pretend to be eating during the last line.  Don’t forget to give instructions in both Spanish and English.

Vamos a Comer (Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”)

Vamos a comer

Vamos a comer

Toda la clase, vamos a comer

Vocabulary: After teaching the song, emphasize what the lyrics mean. “Let’s eat. Let’s eat. Everyone in the class, let’s eat.” Emphasize the phrase vamos a comer and have all the students repeat after you. 

Puppet time! Invite all of the students to sit down in a circle on the floor. Use your puppets to introduce the class to Dani y Beto. Put the puppets behind your back and say, “Tenemos dos amigos de la clase. We have two friends in our class. ¿Qué significa amigo? What does amigo mean?” See if anyone in the class knows the term amigo and re-emphasize it by having the entire class repeat amigo. Bring the puppets out and have them carry on the following little conversation. Be sure to use silly voices and keep this lively and fun, so the students are engaged and excited.
Dani: ¡Hola! Me llamo Dani. Hi! My name is Dani. 

Beto:  ..Y me llamo Beto. ..And my name is Beto.  

Dani: Somos de México. We are from Mexico. 

Dani: Y somos primos. And we are cousins. 

Teacher: Let’s say nice to meet you to Dani and Beto. Todos repitan, “¡Mucho gusto!” 
Dani: ¡Muy bien clase! Nice work class! ¡Mucho gusto! Nice to meet you. 
*Pass a ball, microphone, or maraca around the circle asking, “¿Cómo te llamas?” Encourage each child to answer “Me llamo + his or her name.” Praise the students for their participation. 
Interactive Puppet Time: (Move to a table if possible for this activity)

Beto: (with an excited voice) Vamos comer almuerzo ahora. We are going to eat lunch now. (Encourage the students to repeat “almuerzo” after you for practice.)
Dani: ¡Sí! ¡Vámonos! Yes! Let’s go! 
Teachers: Gather the students and move to the area in the room where you have the pretend bag lunch. Hold the Dani puppet in one hand and the objects you are demonstrating in the other. 

Dani: ¿Quieres una manzana? Do you want an apple? (As you hold up the apple have the students repeat “manzana” after you.) 
Beto: Sí y quiero un sándwich. (See if the students can guess the word, since it is a cognate.) Y no olvides la galleta. And don’t forget the cookie. (Be sure to have the students repeat the word galleta while holding up the cookie.)

Dani: Necesitas jugo o refresco y papas fritas también. (Teach the words jugo, refresco, and papas fritas while pointing to those images or props.)
Beto: ¡Perfecto! Aquí está la bolsa. Perfect! Here is the bag. (Repeat each food item with the class as you pack it in the bag for practice.)
Juego: Bolsa Game

Explain to your class that you all have to help Dani and Beto pack up their almuerzo from school tomorrow, and it is going to be a race to see if Dani or Beto is quicker. Divide the class into two teams: Equipo Dani and Equipo Beto. Give each team a paper  lunch bag. Have the teams stand in a line. Make sure to have two sets of food vocabulary on sturdy flashcards.  These can be the same ones from the board from the Mata la Mosca game. (If you have two sets of plastic foods or real ones, bring in two grocery bags instead.)
When you call out a food in Spanish, the players at the front of line must race to find the correct image of food and put it in the bag. Whoever gets the correct food in the bag first scores a point for his or her team. The players then go to the back of the line. Keep playing until each student has had a turn or you have named all of the foods. Be sure to congratulate either Team Dani or Team Beto and play up the connection to the puppets. (For example, have either Dani or Beto the puppet say “Gracias” to the class while taking a bow.) After the game is complete, reinforce learning again by pulling each food out of the bag and asking the class to say the name of the food in Spanish.  Be sure to continue praising the students. 

Interactive Activity: 
Seat the students at a small table. Bring in small cups (one for each student) and fill them less than half full of Jarritos Mexican soda or Jumex Mexican Juice(from a local Hispanic grocery store) for the students to sample. Also, provide plantain chips or a Spanish brand of potato chips or cookies for the kids to taste. 
Hold up the puppets and introduce these words these vocabulary words for this interactive activity. 
Dani: Tengo sed. I am thirsty. (Smacking her lips.) Quiero un jugo (or refresco). 
Teacher: Clase repite por favor jugo (or refresco) (while holding up the drink)
Beto: Rubbing his belly. Tengo hambre. I am hungry. Quiero papas fritas (or galletas) Teacher: (While holding up the snack)Clase repite por favor papas fritas (or galletas). 
Have the students say the two words several times as you have them repeat the words. Ask if they want to try the snacks and then quickly teach them gracias that they can use during this activity.  
Ask for a volunteer to be your special helper for this activity to help you hand out the drinks and chips. Encourage each student to respond “gracias” as they are served. 

Culture Lesson: As the students are sampling the soda (or juice), ask each of them, “¿Te gusta o no te gusta? Do you like it or not?” Encourage them to give you a thumbs up and say “Sí” or thumbs down and “No.” Initiate a discussion about “almuerzo.” Be sure to teach the students this word and have them all repeat it several times.  Remind the students that Dani and Beto live in Mexico. In Mexico, almuerzo is the biggest and most important meal of the day. Each school day, Dani and Beto ride their bikes home during lunch. They spend almost two hours at home. They eat a typical Mexican meal with the whole family: pollo, arroz y frijoles con salsa y tortillas.  Dani and Beto's lunch is more similar to a Mexican dinner we would have at home or at a restaurant. Would you like to come home for lunch with your family? What would make this difficult? (The teacher will want to present this bilingually and then encourage follow up discussion like the few questions noted above.)
If there is time, continue the culture conversation by letting the students know that snacks are often sold at small little stores called “tienditas” around the town. You can get fresh fruit (fruta), candy (dulces), chips (papas), and ice cream (helado). Sometimes the fresh fruit is served with lime juice and chili powder sprinkled on top. Palomitas or popcorn is also a common snack but it is often served with salsa and chili powder. Cookies (galletas), peanuts (cacahuates), and popsicles(paletas) are also popular snacks.

Common drinks are fruit juices in a bag with a straw, Coca Cola in a bottle, aguas frescas, and horchata (a milky cinnamon drink). Aguas frescas are simply combinations of fresh fruit and water. The flavors are endless, but some popular ones are mango, pineapple, and watermelon.
Physical Activity: Mata la mosca- Ask the class to stand in an open space of the room near the board and divide the class into two teams: Equipo Dani y Equipo Beto. Have the teams sit in lines facing the board. (Leave enough space between the students and the board.) Call one person from each team up to the board, facing away from it. Have the picture flashcards representing the food vocabulary above scattered up on the board. Explain to the students when you call out a food in Spanish using the phrase “Me gusta”, the students must take a fly swatter and hit the corresponding picture. The student who has the correct answer first scores a point for his or her team. Continue playing until each student has had an opportunity to play.
Activity: ¿Qué te gusta? As you hold up each food, say it in Spanish and tell the students to either give a thumbs up or a thumbs down to indicate if they like it or not. You can have them shout out Me gusta or No me gusta to go along with the gestures. Hand out the Me gusta/No me gusta sheet and have crayons and pencils for the kids. Tell the students they should draw the foods from class today they like under the column Me gusta and all the fruits they don’t like under No me gusta. (It is helpful to have pictures of the foods with labels underneath on the board or on a poster for this activity.) Encourage the students to write the name of the food in Spanish underneath each picture. If time, ask for one or two volunteers to come to the front and present their pictures. Be sure to encourage “aplauso” after each demonstration. 
Puppet time! Teachers pick up your puppets and carry on the small conversation below.

Dani: Es la hora de salir Beto. It is time to go Beto. 

Beto: Sí. Adiós clase. Yes. Goodbye class.
Teacher: Encourage the students to say “Adiós” to Dani and Beto. 

Wrap up: Praise the students for their great work in class by asking the class for “un aplauso.” Hand out the newsletter and take home optional homework for the kids to practice what they learned from class today. Ask the students, “¿Te gusta la clase de español? Do you like Spanish class?” Encourage the students to give a thumbs-up saying “Sí.”  As each student is leaving the room, give them a high five by saying, “¡Dame cinco!” Give them a Futura sticker along with their take home materials. 
Adiós: As the students leave sing “Les Digo Adiós” song to the tune of “Jingle Bells” at the end of class.  

Les Digo Adiós

Adiós--ya me voy

Hasta luego

Vamos a la casa ya

Les digo adiós
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