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Guatemala Crafts: Talking Points & Lessons

The Quetzal Lesson Plan
Start off this discussion by playing a 20 second clip from YouTube of a Quetzal so the students can see the bird and hear it song. Remember to use both English and Spanish during this discussion. 
Ask the students if they know what makes the Quetzal so special?
The resplendent Quetzal is the national bird of Guatemala. They chose this bird because it cannot be held in captivity. The Quetzal needs to be free to live! The Guatemalans felt this bird was a great symbol and inspiration for their country. --So much so that they used the feathers as money in the olden days. Can you imagine?  Now Guatemala doesn’t use Quetzal feathers as money but their currency is still called the quetzal. Where we have dollars they have quetzales. Show a picture of the currency on your phone or IPad or bring in actual Guatemalan currency for the students to see and touch. Hold up a finished craft that you made in advance as a model. Ask the students to identify the colors in Spanish. Reinforce them by having the students repeat the words several times. Explain bilingually how to complete the craft and hand out the craft supplies. 
Once the students have the craft completed you can have them tape or glue it to a blank piece of paper. Have them write the word Quetzal and then label the colors in Spanish. To best reinforce this, have the words written on the board for them to copy. 
Mayan Weaving Lesson Plan
Show your students several pictures of Mayan women, children, and men in their traditional dress. Have these pictures printed out in color or show them pictures you have preselected on your phone or Ipad. Explain that Mayan families all have a unique pattern on their clothes which is special to the village, pueblito, they are from. Amazingly despite how modern times have changed, most Mayans, especially women still wear this traditional dress called “traje”. The men often wear “street clothes” as they travel into the cities to work.  The women actually weave these clothes for the family. Can you imagine your mom sewing clothes for your whole family? The traditional shirt is called the huipil. Have the students repeat this word. 

Craft: Hold up the colored pieces of paper that will be used in the craft. (Described in the separate document)Have the students repeat the colors in Spanish with you. Show them how to make the weaving and have a partial weave completed for them to see. Have the students work on their weavings. Explain that while they work you will play marimba music from Guatemala in the background. This is the very traditional instrument from this country and will get students in the mood! Please note: If this activity seems too complex given the length of your class, feel free to google Mayan weaving coloring pages that you can have printed out for coloring in class instead. Have the students use pictures of traditional Mayan dress as inspiration. They should label the colors in Spanish. 
Follow up:
After all of the mats are finished, you can explain what a traditional Mercado is where people travel from all over to sell their wares or artesenia. Have the students price their mat and label it with the price in Spanish. Provide the students with Futura pesos and explain that they will be able to buy mats from their classmates but that they must speak in Spanish to do so. Call two volunteers to the front of the room to practice this mini conversation and set ground rules before the class starts the market role playing. *This activity is better for older classes. Have the students return the mats to their original owner after the activity is over so they can show their parents. 
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