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Puerto Rico Culture & Craft-Talking Points 

El Coquí 

Ask your class if they know what a passport is and what it is used for. If you can, bring in your passport as a visual. Explain that there only a few countries that we can travel to that you don’t need a passport-Puerto Rico is one of them. Puerto Rico is on the only one where they speak primarily Spanish! Puerto Rico is a tropical island where instead of a cold winter and a hot summer they have a rainy season and a dry season—It is hot all year round. And because it is a tropical island they have coconuts and bananas in the trees and lush green plants, especially in the jungle part of the country. If you visit Puerto Rico, you can go to El Yunque where you can hike into the jungle, seeing all sorts of plants and animals and you can even climb onto a waterfall! 
Interactive Activity: 
All over Puerto Rico you can hear a beautiful song-even in the cities. Play this or similar clip from YouTube so they students can hear it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jt9Qlc7qR1c
See if they can guess what is making the sound. Explain that is a little tree frog called a coquí. Have the students repeat the word after you. 
Book: 
Ask your library to find you the book Everywhere Coquis! This is a great kid friendly story about the legend of the coquí that the kids will love. Another book for kids is called The Enchanted Legend of the coquí Frog. Written and Illustrated by Ed Rodriguez. Gather your students in a circle and read the book. Have an interactive bilingual conversation about the book. 
If you cannot find one of the books above, you can tell just a few things about the coquí.  A long time ago during the time of the Taíno Indians in Puerto Rico, trillions of coquis serenaded the island. Even now all Puerto Ricans love the coquis and sing songs, make art, and write poems about them. 

When the sun goes down, the coquis still come out to sing all the people of the island to sleep. 

Craft Activity: 
Use the separate documents attached to create a paper coquí. If you would like you can also find other craft ideas on this great website: http://www.dltk-kids.com/world/puerto_rico/coqui.htm
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