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Spain Talking Points
Spain, or España, as it is known in Spanish is THE birth place of Spanish. In fact it was the Spanish that spread the language to other countries like Mexico, and in South and Central America. Can you find Spain on the map? ¡Sí! It is in Europe.  
Soccer is the most popular sport in España. Who knows how to say soccer in Spanish? ¡Sí! Es fútbol. If you can find it, read the book below with the students. 
Spain is very famous for the Running of the bulls where thousands of people take to the streets dressed in white and red to be chased by running bulls. It is very dangerous but many people travel from all over the world because they think it is so exciting. (If you can show a picture)
Spain, however, is famous for many things! For example: Have you ever heard of the dance flamenco? This dance is very popular in Spain. The students may enjoy watching a clip of children dancing flamenco found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsBFgUHwyK *Just show a small portion. 
If you want, you can print this handy fact sheet out to the kids on the day you talk about Spain: http://www.makingfriends.com/world/fact_card_spain.htm

Song: Sing the Itsy Bitsy Spider in Spanish -Araña arañita (Listen to how it goes by clicking on the mp3 player below.) Have your students guess what song it is and then teach them the song in Spanish, using gestures. This is a fun one to have them sing their parents upon pick up! 
http://www.mamalisa.com/?t=es&p=1811&c=71

Arroz con leche game and song:
Arroz con leche is a creamy rice dessert from Spain. It is also a popular children’s song. There are many versions of this kid song on YouTube. Show the students one of the videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PKfy9WOcig
Game Instructions

This is played as a round with a child in the middle of the circle. The children hold hands and walk around while singing the first verse. The child in the middle runs in the middle of the circle, then he chooses a child pointing his/her finger at him/her while singing "Con éste/a sí", then he points to another one singing "Con éste/a no", then points to the first one again saying "Con esta señorita/este señorito me caso yo". They hold hands and dance in the circle. The first child joins the outer circle and the second runs into the middle of the circle and choses a new child, and the game continues until all the people in the circle are "married".

Game of Spain:
Color**Adapt this game to be only in Spanish!!!***

Players: 5 or more
Place: Gymnasium or outdoors
The leader must name a color for the other players to touch by calling "Color, color…BLUE!" or any color. All of the players run to find objects with that color. The leader runs after the players to catch them before they can touch an object. When they touch the color, they are "safe." If the leader catches a player before he/she touches an object, or the object is the wrong color, he/she will be the next leader and the game starts again.

Books: Try and check this book out from the library: 

Soccer World: Spain: Explore the World Through Soccer by Ethan Zohn   (Author)

http://www.amazon.com/dp/1936313367/?tag=mh0b-20&hvadid=4962744607&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_8xxyn6l4vl_e
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