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Activities Chart

Listed below are some suggestions for activities and their appropriate age levels.

Activity



k-2

3-4


5-8
Mata la Mosca                                       x                         x                                    x

Conjugation Buddies                           x                            x                                   x

Plural Worksheet I                               x                            x                                   x

Opposites Worksheet I                        x                            x                                    x

Gemelos Worksheet                         x                            x                                    x

Singular vs. Plural Worksheet             x                            x                                    x

Mis amigos (writing activity)                                            x                                    x

Mi familia   (worksheet)                      x                            x                                   x

Mi Cuarto Secreto  (worksheet)          x                             x                                   x

Las Familias Opuestas                    
x                             x                                   x

Guess Who?        
                         x                             x                                   x

Activites Explanation
Las Familias Opuestas-Have students draw “Opposite families.”  These are drawings of two families who are as opposite as they can be.  For example, one family can be a tall, thin and blonde.  The other can be a short, fat, & dark-haired.  Students write the plural Spanish adjectives that correspond to each drawing on the side of the drawing that contains that character.  You can award a prize for whichever student conveys the most opposite characteristics in his or her drawing.
Guess Who-Divide your class into small groups of two or three students. Give each group pieces of white paper. They need to draw and color either a boy or girl dramatically representing a series of traits. (a minimum of three). Then have them write on the back the adjectives to describe their person. Assign each group a number and then have the groups go around to each “station” and write down the traits of the person they saw at each one.  Whichever team guesses the most correct adjectives wins! You can also have each group add another person and then identify similar adjectives, causing the answers to be plural.  (You can also bring in magazine pictures of famous people. Place two pictures of different people on the board and have each person write down as many similar traits as possible. Whoever has the longest correct list, wins!)
Conjugation Buddies-Everyone in class gets a partner.  You call out, “We are tall!”  The partners get 60 seconds (or less as they improve) to discuss and write how to say the phrase in Spanish.  At the end of the time limit, each team presents their answer.  They get 1 point for the correct pronoun, 2 points for the correct conjugation, 1 point for the correct adjective and an additional point if the adjective agreed with the noun.  (Maximum possible is 5 points)  Continue playing by changing the call.  The winning team is the team with the most points.
Mata la Mosca-Write out the Spanish adjectives on the board in big letters.  Divide the class into teams. Have one person from each team come to the board and place their hands behind their back.  Call out an English adjective.  The first student to touch the correct Spanish adjective gets a point.  You may also do this game in Spanish by playing opposites.  For example, if you call “altos” the students have to race to find “bajos.”
Opposite Matching-Write out the Spanish adjectives on 2 sets of note cards.  (or more – depending on the number of students in your class) Divide the class into two teams.  When you say “Go!” the teams work to pair each word with its opposite.  When they think that they are done, they yell, “Alto!”  When they yell “Alto!” the playing stops.  If they have all of the words paired correctly, that team wins.  If not, the other team or teams win by default.  
****  You may  also use these cards to play “Go fish” (opposites are matches) where the student can say “Necesito __________ / No tengo __________” or “Old Maid” (opposites are matches – but for this game, you need to put in an adjective that does not have a match)      

Old Maid-In case you are not familiar with Old Maid – The students sit in groups of 3-5.  All of the cards are dealt out, even if some students have one more than others.  If the students have a match (cards with opposite adjectives) they may lay them out.  The object is to get rid of all of your cards.  The player that starts picks a card from the player on his or her left.  If it is a match, the player lays out the cards.  If not, the player to his left picks a card from him, and the play continues in a circle until just one card is left.  The player holding that card is the “Old maid.”
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· In Spanish, the ending –“ita” is added onto adjectives or names to mean small or sometimes even denote cute. For example: A boy may call a girl he thinks is cute “guapita” or parents may call there little girl Chiquita. What do you think Chiquita Banana means?
· The word “Moreno” means dark-haired. People would describe someone with either brown or black hair as moreno.

· People from Guadalajara, México are very famous for having the most beautiful dark eyes. They call them, “Ojos Tapatios. ” There is even a contest to find who has the most beautiful ojos tapatios.  There is a mariachi song by Jorge Negrete called, Ojos Tapatios  that would be fun to play during snack time.
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· Bring in mariachi music when you talk about the Ojos Tapatios and play it during your class.

· Play the song, La Lavadora, from the Sing, Dance, Laugh and Eat Tacos 2 tape. You can bring in the lyrics and play one of two games: Have the lyrics typed out, but with blanks where adjectives should be. You can have your students listen and then write in the correct adjectives. Or you can bring in the complete lyrics and have them underline or circle the adjectives that they read. (The enclosed tape is for educational purposes only and can at no time be resold or copied.)
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