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Vamos a Jugar: Theme-based course with Dani y Beto.

 Lesson Plan 7
Note: All activities should take 5-7 minutes. 

Day 7 Target Vocabulary: La fiesta

	la fiesta 
	the party 
	¿Quieres…?
	Do you want…?

	la piñata
	the piñata
	¡Feliz cumpleaños!
	Happy birthday!

	los globos
	the balloons
	los regalos
	the gifts

	el pastel
	the cake
	la guitarra
	the guitar

	mi familia
	my family
	¡Vamos a celebrar!
	Let’s celebrate!


Optional Vocabulary for advanced or older students:

	invitar
	to invite
	la serenata
	the serenade


Key phrases to repeat and review during class and encourage Spanish responses:

	_____ boletos, por favor
	___ tickets, please
	¡Vamos a jugar!
	Let’s play!

	Me gusta/No me gusta
	I like/I don’t like
	¡Qué divertido!
	How fun!


Be sure also to read this lesson plan carefully so you can have all of the flashcards and visuals prepared in advance. Watch the Vimeo videos to practice the tunes of the new songs. Know each song very well prior to class, so you can sing and teach it without needing to read the lyrics. There is more material in this lesson than you will be able to cover, so plan on picking and choosing what works best for your class. Since this is a theme-based class, students of various grades and Spanish levels may be combined into your class. It is imperative that you instruct the class bilingually and encourage the students to guess what you are saying in Spanish by using gestures or cognates. The puppets really make this class come alive, so don’t be afraid to have fun with them and be goofy. Please note the puppets are optional especially for classes with primarily older students. 

Materials list: Spanish music, name tags or name tents (construction paper folded in half with students’ names), back up snack if applicable, pull out the picture flashcards for today’s vocabulary from the sets, Classroom management: poster, star chart, & student certificados with stickers, the culture images, Dani and Beto puppets, and blank paper and back up coloring supplies. If possible, have a tablet or laptop to play the Youtube song videos and piñata videos. Any props or real-life objects that you can show to further reinforce the adventure would be great. If possible, decorate the classroom like a birthday party to make the adventure come to life! 
Note: As this is the second to last class of the semester, you can get started on the Student Assessments for the students to take home at the end of the last class. Think about how the students do with the skills listed and complete them outside of class before the next class. Details on how to complete these will be sent from your area manager. 
Introduction: Play Spanish music as the students enter the room and greet them by saying ¡Hola! Take attendance and have the students say “presente.”  Remind students of the Classroom Responsibilities and Consequence and Rewards system with the visuals. Make sure they recognize the attention-getter and can explain what they should do when you use it. Hand out the name tags to each student and direct them to the seating arrangement you have set up. 
Merienda & Notas Culturales: Gather all the students on the floor with the Dani puppet and hide the Beto puppet somewhere out of sight.  Have Dani explain to the students that she is excited about a surprise she has set up for Beto’s party: a brincolín! Using the culture pictures from the intranet, explain that a brincolín is an inflatable structure, often a castle-type-shape, that kids can bounce and play in at parties (families rent them), fairs, amusement parks, and local fairs.  Go on to have Dani explain the second surprise she has for Beto—she’s going to have him “morder el pastel”—bite his birthday cake!  This is a tradition in Mexico: after everyone sings the Mañanitas birthday song to Beto, they will all start chanting “mordida, mordida, mordida” until Beto bites the cake…and as soon as he does, someone will push the back of his head just enough that he gets a face full of frosting!  You can further explain that there is a simple cumpleaños song that people in Mexico sing as well. It is sung to the tune of the familiar Happy Birthday tune. Ask who in the class has a birthday coming up and then sing the birthing song to that student. 
¡Feliz cumpleaños a ti!
¡Feliz cumpleaños a ti!
¡Feliz cumpleaños a ......!
¡Feliz cumpleaños a ti!
Further explain that usually at birthday parties in Mexico, friends are invited, but so is everyone in the family (la familia). This includes grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins. See if the students remember how to say friends and cousins in Spanish from the Day 1 lesson. Help as needed and encourage lots of praise. There is usually a lot of food and everyone stays late; many times, there is dancing and music. Families take part in a number of American and Latin traditional games and activities. Younger children play pin the tail on the donkey, sack races, or balloon tosses. Most birthday parties culminate in hitting the piñata, a colorful paper-mache character (or traditional seven-point star) filled with candies and treats. Kids line up each taking a turn getting blindfolded and turned around three times before they try to hit the piñata strung up. 

In Mexico, children celebrate their true birthday, but many also celebrate their saint’s day, which is the saint who they are named after. On this day the child will go to church. 
Note: See Day One for full merienda guidelines.

Remember this portion of class should only last 5-7 minutes. If needed, give the students a reminder for “un minuto más” and then follow up by having them put snacks away during a countdown you give in Spanish to transition to the next lesson. 

Cantamos: Sing your designated greeting song with the students. Note: The lyrics and link to Vimeo channel for example greeting songs can be found on the day 1 lesson plan. After singing the song, review what bien, mal, más o menos means. Show visuals to show the emotions and use lots of gestures when singing the song. Offer each student a turn to answer how he or she is feeling by asking them ¿Cómo estás (student’s name)? Have the student answer and show a thumbs up and happy face for bien, thumbs down and sad face for mal, and open hand facing up and flips down for más o menos gesture. After every student has answered, the whole class resumes the song.

Puppet time! 

Invite all of the students to sit down in a circle on the floor. Pull out your puppets and check to see what the class remembers from the last lesson using the conversation below.  Remember to have fun and use your liveliest voices for Dani and Beto to keep your students engaged.

Dani y Beto: ¡Hola clase! (Encourage the class to respond and greet the puppets.)

Teacher: La semana pasada, Dani y Beto fueron a lugares divertidos. Last week, Dani and Beto went to fun places. ¿Recuerdan a dónde fueron?  Do you remember where they went?  (Try to have the students name as many vocabulary words as they can from last week’s lesson. Hold up the flashcards for reinforcement.)

Repaso: Palomitas
With the two sets of vocabulary cards from the last class, give each student a card. Make sure there are matches/pairs in the class for this activity. They should keep it a secret. They need to “Pop” around the room while chanting palomitas. When you shout ¡Basta! the students must scramble to find their pairs. They should not speak any English while doing this. When a pair is made the students should sit down. The pairs must come to the front of the room and show their cards and say the vocabulary word or phrase in Spanish. Ask the students, “¿Adónde vamos?”  and encourage the students to use the builder phrase “Vamos a….” when giving answers. If they get the word or phrase correct give them a sticker. If they get the word incorrect, have the class help them out. Be sure to praise all efforts and encourage apluaso.

Alternate Repaso: Vocab Race
Divide your class into two teams-Equipo Dani and Equipo Beto. Call one person up from each team and set three vocabulary picture flashcards up at the board.  (You can also tape them to the board). Call out a vocabulary word by using a full phrase “Vamos a… or Me gusta…” Whoever grabs the correct picture card first scores a point for his or her team. Both students sit down and the game resumes with two new players and three new cards. Keep playing for 5-7 minutes or until every child has had a chance to play. (This can also be played as Mata la mosca.)
Cantamos
As an additional review, sing the theme song or another favorite song from one of the earlier classes. 
Puppet time!/Introducing New Vocabulary:  Before beginning this section, make sure you have the vocabulary cards ready.  In addition, if possible, bring in props like an empty gift, balloons or party decorations. 
*Note: Some schools may have a No latex policy due to allergies. If so, please do not bring balloons for activities. 

Beto:  ¡Hola, Dani!  
Dani:  ¡Hola, Beto!  ¡Feliz cumpleaños! Hi, Beto.  Happy birthday!

Teacher: Clase, ¿qué es “feliz cumpleaños”?  Class, what is “feliz cumpleaños”? (Have all the students repeat the phrase and make sure they understand it.)
Beto:  ¡Gracias! 

Dani:  ¡Vamos a celebrar!  Let’s celebrate!

Teacher: Clase, ¿qué es “vamos a celebrar”?  Class, what is “vamos a celebrar”? Sí, “vamos a celebrar” es “let’s celebrate.” (Have all the students repeat the phrase and make sure they understand it.)
Beto:  ¿Una fiesta?  (Check with your students to see if they understand the word; if necessary, interpret it and have them practice it.)

Dani:  ¡Sí! ¡Una fiesta!  Yes! A party! ¡Vamos a tener una fiesta! Let’s have a party!

Beto: ¡Qué padre!  Cool! 

Dani: Sí.  Ahora, las cosas importantes… Now, the important things. (Point out to your class that importante is a cognate, even though it’s not one of their vocabulary words.) Necesitamos pastel…We need cake.

Teacher:  Clase, ¿qué es “pastel”?  Class, what is “pastel”?  (Hold up the vocabulary card or indicate your prop, if you brought one.) Sí,”pastel” es “cake.” (Have all the students repeat the word.)
Dani:  ¿A quién vamos a invitar?  Whom will we invite? (Point out that invitar is a cognate and have the students repeat the word to ensure they understand it.)

Beto: ¡Mis amigos!  (Check to see if your class remembers the meaning—hold up the appropriate card and reinforce the phrase.) 

Dani: ¿Y?

Beto:  ¡Y mi familia! (Check to see if your class knows the meaning of this phrase—hold up the appropriate card and point out that it is a cognate.) 

Dani: ¡Claro! Of course!  ¿Quieres una piñata? (Hold up the card or the piñata and ask your students if any of them can explain what a piñata is.)

*Builder phrase: Encourage the use of ¿Quieres…? for the students to respond to in this lesson and during activities. Explain that it is how you ask Do you want…? 
Beto: ¡S¡!  ¡Una piñata, por favor!

Dani: Y regalos, claro.  And presents, of course.  (Hold up the card.)

Teacher:  Clase, ¿qué son “regalos”?  Class, what are “regalos”?  (Hold up the vocabulary card or indicate your prop, if you brought one.) Sí,”regalos” son “presents.” (Have all the students repeat the word.)
Dani: ¿Quieres globos?  Do you want balloons?
Beto:  ¡Sí, por favor!

Teacher:  Clase, ¿qué son “globos”?  Class, what are “globos”?  (Hold up the vocabulary card or indicate your prop, if you brought one.) Sí,”globos” son “balloons.” (Have all the students repeat the word.)

Dani: Vamos a tener una fiesta excelente.  We are going to have an excellent party!
Piñatas

Explain to your students that they are going to make piñatas of their own to get ready for the party.  You’ll need to start by giving them some background on the piñata.  The picture book The Piñata Maker/El Piñatero by George Ancona is a great text to use with your kids.  Or you can show the first few minutes of one of these Youtube videos for the students to see pinatas and learn a little about the tradition: 

GoPro Pinata video
Discovery Channel Pinata video
Optional Actividad: If you have time and are able to bring in the materials for the students to make their own Easy Paper Bag Pinatas, that would be great.  Materials needed: paper bags (one for each student), tissue paper, stapler, candy, glue, hole punch, and string. Here is a link for detailed directions: Easy paper bag pinatas
Start by having the students color the outside of their paper bag pinata or glue tissue paper strips on the outside for decoration. While they work you can hand out a few pieces of candy or treats for the students to put in the bottom of the bag when they are done decorating. On top of the treats, add some loosely crumpled tissue paper to give the bag some shape. (Do not fill the bag full of candy. Please limit the amount of treats.) Fold over the top of the paper bag and staple it shut. You will need to help the students with this step. To complete the pinata you will need to hole punch at the top and tie a string on it so they could hang it to hit and break open. Enccourage them to do this at home with their parents. 
Las Mañanitas:  Set aside your puppets and have the class sit in a circle on the floor.  Explain in Spanish, then English, that a tradition in Mexico that is still alive in families today is the birthday serenade.  Before dawn on the birthday of a friend or family member a small group of friends and/or family often get together to tocar la guitarra (show the card, have students repeat) beneath the birthday person’s window and wake him or her with una serenata.  Explain that they are going to practice singing to Beto the Mañanitas song.  You can play the Youtube video for the kids to hear the Mañanitas traditional song: Traditional birthday song in Spanish 

TIP: This song is fairly complex for beginning language learners, so don’t worry about their retention of the lyrics.  Have the students stand and sing each line after you.  Have Beto up in the front of the room, demonstrating he is the recipient of the serenata.
1. Estas son las mañanitas

2. Que cantaba el Rey Davíd

3. A los muchachos bonitos

4. Se las contamos así

1. Despierta, mi bien, despierta

2. Mira que ya amaneció 
3. Ya los pajaritos cantan 

4. La luna ya se metió

Note: This song does vary somewhat from place to place (pajarillos, la luna ya se ocultó, hoy por ser tu día de santo/te las cantamos a tí, etc.)  If you are more familiar with another version, feel free to sing that one with your students.
Juego: Globos (You’ll need at least a single balloon (a picture or ball instead works if there is no latex allowed in your school) for this activity, as well as fun music in Spanish.)
Dani:  Vamos a inflar los globos, Beto.  Let’s blow up the balloons, Beto.

Beto:  ¿Quieres jugar con el globo? Do you want to play with the balloon?

Dani:  ¡Sí!  
Gather your students, standing in a circle.  Explain that they will pass/gently hit the balloon around, student to student as music plays.  Once the music stops, however, the last person to touch it must grab it and answer a question.  Keep playing until the 5-7 minutes are up.  Alternatively, if you have a quick-thinking and coordinated class, you can have each person say a different vocabulary word as s/he taps the balloon on to the next person. If students can’t think of a new word or can’t answer quickly enough, they move out of the circle and the circle moves in closer. Keep playing until only one or two students remain. (You can ask the students who are “out” to help you play referee or ask the vocabulary challenge questions to keep them engaged. Also, remember to give positive reinforcement even when students don’t answer correctly.) 
Juego: Charades
Divide your class into two teams, Equipo Dani and Equipo Beto.  Explain that they are going to play Charades to think up all the things they could possibly do for the party.  Call up one student from each team and whisper a vocabulary word to them.  When you tell them to start, both students will begin acting out the word for their teams.  The first team to correctly guess what the students are acting out will earn a point. Play for 5-7 minutes and award a sticker to the winning team.  

Juego: Cake walk! (El camino de pastel) Write 15 questions related to the vocabulary thus far on a piece of paper. Be sure to keep in mind the age and level of your class when doing this. Some examples are: ¿Cómo se dice beach en español? Or ¿Qué significa bicicleta? Then write numbers 1-15 on pieces of 8x10” paper and tape them in a large circle in the classroom. (Make sure you push the desks to the side first) Have the students start walking around stepping on or alongside the numbers. When you call out a number (in Spanish) the student that landed on that number needs to answer a question. If he or she answers correctly the game resumes. Note: It is best to keep playing even if a student answers incorrectly and praise the student for their effort. Continue playing by restarting the music and encouraging the students to have fun! 
Juego: Globo Relay (For this game, you will need two sets of about 10 vocabulary flashcards you have chosen from the course as a whole, plus two inflated balloons.  Two spare balloons wouldn’t be a bad idea, either.)  Divide your class in two teams, Equipo Dani and Equipo Beto, and line them up behind the start line.  At the other end of the room, spread the vocabulary words (or put them in a bag, bucket, or sombrero).  Give the lead person in each team an inflated balloon and have them put the balloons between their knees.  When you give them a vocabulary word in Spanish, that is their cue to run or hop down to the vocabulary cards, find the one you said (check to make sure they are correct!), grab it, and run/hop back without loosing the balloon. Once the first student gets back with the correct card, shout out the next vocabulary word as they pass off the balloons and begin the next leg of the race.  TIP: This may be challenging if you have really little kids.  As an alternative for the younger students, give them each two medium-sized balloons and have them run with the balloons stuffed under their arms.) 

Arte: Mi cumpleaños perfecto

For this activity, hand the students a blank piece of paper.  Have your students take out their art supplies and create a picture of their ideal birthday fiesta, based on the things they learned today.  As they work, circle around and help them label different objects in their artwork.  Have all students put their names on their drawings. (As an alternate project for the older students, have them create a birthday invitation in Spanish.) Tips: Write any related words up at the board. 

Closing: Pick up your puppets and carry on the small conversation below.

Dani: Es la hora de decir adiós Beto.  It’s time to say goodbye Beto. 

Beto: Adíos, Dani. Bye, Dani. 

Dani: Hasta luego, Beto. See you later, Beto. 

Adíos: Sing the “Es la hora de decir adiós” song to the tune of “If you are happy and you know it” at the end of class. The lyrics and link to the Vimeo channel for this song are on the day 1 lesson plan. They can sing together as they are cleaning and packing up.  

Thank the students for their participation in today’s class. Request that the students “Formen una fila en la puerta. Form a line at the door.” Ask the students to visit the Parent Portal on the Futura website for the newsletters and optional homework for today’s class for further practice at home. Note: For after school classes, parent pick up will likely be at the front doors of the school, please walk the students to the entrance for parent pick up.  Make sure each student gets picked up by his or her parent or guardian and safely leaves your classroom.

Extra time: If there is extra time, sing one of the class songs, allow the students more time to color their art, or play a game of Mata La Mosca or Bingo.
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