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Theme:  Colors, Preschool

Core vocabulary:

rojo


blanco


gris

azul



negro


los colores

verde

café

amarillo

anaranjado

rosado

morado

Optional Vocabulary:
Es del color  __________.

¿De qué color es (________)?

Activities 

Sin Sillas (Musical Chairs without the chairs!)-Place pieces of colored construction paper on the floor.  Put down enough construction paper for every student to have one to stand on. (You can have more than one student on the same color, just not the same piece of construction paper. For example, you can have three kids on three different pieces of blue construction paper.)

Explain to the students that when the music stops they are to stay on the paper where they are. After the music is turned off, the teacher will select a color and ask who is standing on the color ___________ (verde); those students will say their names.  All students win a prize (like a sticker) when their color is called and keep playing until all colors are called and everyone has won a prize.
Variations:  When the music stops, have each child stop on the colored squares. You begin by asking the first child, “¿Qué color es?”  After each child answers, her or she turns and asks the next child until each child has the opportunity to say what is on his/her paper.  Once everyone has spoken, you can restart the music and play again.
Fingerpaint Frenzy- After reading Los Colores de los Animales, provide students with paper and fingerpaints.  Have them use the paints to make their own animal art while you work with them individually to label each painting with the color and the animal name.  Experiment with the colors and draw their attention to the colors you can make by mixing paints.   

Muéstrame- See the description of this activity in the numbers section. (Substitute colors accordingly.)
I Spy… - You can play this game with the students while reading a picture book, while sitting quietly in the classroom, or while going on an outdoor adventure to the playground. The most basic version is to tell them what color the object is that you are looking at and have them guess it.  There are several variations, however.

· Use other vocabulary to give them hints (#’s, body parts, foods, etc.)

· Name a color and have students list everything in the room they can find that is that color

· After reading a book, name a color and see if students remember objects from the book that were that color

Color, Color- This is a fun, kinesthetic game that can be modified to integrate different vocabulary as the class progresses.  To play, you need to put colored strips of construction paper in a hat or basket.  (You may have multiple strips for each color.)  Next, teach the Color, color  rhyme to students:

Color, color

What should I do?

Tell me once more!

Then, draw a color from the hat.  Make up a goofy action that all the people wearing that color must do and give the instructions using the answering rhyme:

Here’s something to do

Something silly for you

Si tienes el color _________,

(Ride an imaginary bike/hop like a bunny/make a funny face/walk like a chicken/etc.)

Note: As the students learn more vocabulary about animals, body parts, etc., you can incorporate those words into the instructions you give them.  

You Could be the Next Artista Famosa!- Tell the students they have been selected to be in a fun new art contest.  Give them each a piece of paper and the kind of art supplies you want to use (markers, crayons, fingerpaint, etc.).   The “judge” will call out a color, hold up an example of the color for the visual learners, and have the students repeat.  Then everyone must begin drawing/painting with that color. When the judge says another color, they must all switch to that new color.  The contest continues until the judge says “¡Basta!”

Rainbow Mosaic- Bring in stacks of old magazines and catalogs.  Have students listen to and repeat the color you name in Spanish and look for samples to cut out.  Using the pieces, make a class rainbow! You can also make a giant rainbow mural.   

Magic Colors- Bring in a number of glass jars or clear plastic cups and a set of food coloring.  Tell the students that they’re going to see some “magic” colors being made.  Have them sit around you while you put the jars with water on a desk or table where everyone can see. (Hint:  it will help the colors show up if you tape a piece of white paper to the back of each jar/glass.)  Put a few drops of a primary color (red, yellow, or blue) in the water and ask the class in Spanish “¿Qué color es?”  After they respond, have them guess what color it will be if you add a few drops of another primary color.  Keep adding new colors and asking them about the colors in Spanish until you’ve exhausted the possibilities.

Color and Number Cone-Make a giant cone as a class and build it up each week. Label each scoop with a vocabulary word. You can make one with colors and one with numbers. Because most of them won’t read, they’ll need visual cues, so color the scoops accordingly for the color lesson and label them with numerals before you count them together for the numbers lesson.  It would also be fun to bring in real ice cream to eat with this! Here is an example:


Playdough-Make some playdough (see the included recipe) or bring some in and then have fun with it.  You can teach pequeño vs. grande by making a small ball and saying “pequeño” and a large one and saying, “grande.” You can then have the kids do the same. Have them hold up the balls of playdough and say, “grande” or “pequeño” accordingly. You can also incorporate colors and numbers with playdough. For example: You can have all of the students make “dos amarillos grandes” or “tres rojos pequeños.”  You might have them make numbers or animals as well. You can incorporate many senses and vocabulary skills with this activity!

Color Parade-As you will teach only a few colors per day, try to bring in many objects of that color or find them in the classroom. Give each child a tangible object with this color. Have them repeat the color after you. Then have everyone line up and skip around the room chanting this color. You can make all different funny voices with this too—singing voice, baby voice, underwater voice, etc. 
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Los Colores de los Animales por Brian Wildsmith 

This book has beautiful pictures, and the only text contained on each page is a color and the name of an animal.  Many of the animals are less-common or exotic.  See the activities section for an idea on what to do after you read!

Barron’s Bilingual First Books: Colors.  

All the Barron’s Bilingual First Books have only a single vocabulary word on each page.  They are appropriate for reading out loud with students to practice specific vocabulary and introduce new vocabulary.  ISBN 07641 0033 5
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Los Colores (sung to “Frere Jaques”)

Azul, rojo, blanco

Azul, rojo, blanco

Anaranjado

Anaranjado

Verde, amarillo

Verde, amarillo

Morado, gris

Morado, gris

*Hint:  Give each student a piece of colored construction paper that corresponds to a color in the song.  Have everyone sit in a circle, singing.  When the class sings the color they’re holding, they should stand up and raise their paper high.  
Más Colores (sung to “If You’re Happy and You Know It…”)

Amarillo, rojo, café

Amarillo, rojo, café

Anaranjado, azul, morado

Anaranjado, azul, morado

Blanco, verde, negro y gris

*Hint:  Tape pieces of construction paper with all of these colors on the floor.  The more papers you have, the safer this game will be for everyone.  Have students take off their shoes, and as they sing, hop on each appropriate color.  (WARNING:  if you don’t tape the papers, they may slip as the kids hop!)  Sing it several times, speeding up every time.  If the weather is nice, try it outside on the sidewalk with colored chalk!
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